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Amethyst is found in Siberia, India, Ceylon
and numerous other places. In the United
States it occurs in largest quantities around
Thunder Bay on Lake Superior. The
oriental amethyst is a beautiful and costly
gem, and is a variety of corundum. The
Greeks believed amethyst to be a protection
against the effects of intoxicating liquors
and hence gave it its name, which means
without wine. Among them it is worn by
those who were addicted to drunkenness. It
is needless to say that it has never been
known to effect a cure,

AMIENS, ah'myaN', FRANCE, situated
81 miles north of Paris, on the banks of the
Somme. It is
a city of in-
teresting his-
torical asso-
ciations. It
came under j
the power of
the dukes of
Burgundy in
the fifteenth
century, and
for two hun-
dred years
was the cen-
t e r of
power in
the prov-Mn

ince.    In           AMMON AND MUT

1802 at Amiens was signed a famous treaty
between Great Britain, France, Spain and
Holland. It is the capital of the depart-
ment of the Somme, and has long been a
notable educational and industrial center.

During the World War the city was an
important base for the British army in
France, and was severely bombarded and
great damage inflicted on its fine buildings
and homes. The famous Cathedral of Notre
Dame, one of the finest Gothic churches in
Europe, was struck several times by shells,
but it was later restored to its former state.
Erected in the thirteenth century, the Cathe-
dral consists of a nave nearly 140 feet in
height, with aisles and lateral chapels, end-
ing in an apse surrounded by chapels, The
total length is 469 feet, breadth 216 feet.

The textile industries of Amiens have
been celebrated since the middle ages; they
include velvet, cotton, wool silk, flax-spin-
ning, hosiery and other fabrics. There are
also manufactures of machinery and ehemi-

cals. Printing, dyeing and iron-working are
important. Population, 1931, 90,211.

AM'MOIT, an ancient Egyptian deity,
identified by the Greeks and Romans with
Jupiter, and represented as a human being
with a rain's head, or simply with the horns
of a ram. There was a celebrated temple of
Ammon in the Oasis of Siwah in the Libyan
desert. The goddess Mut was Ammon's wife.

AMMO'NIA, an alkaline substance, which
differs from the other alkalies by being
gaseous, and is hence sometimes called the
volatile alkali. It is a colorless, pungent
gas, composed of nitrogen and hydrogen. It
was first procured in that state by Priestley,
who termed it alkaline air. He obtained it
from sal-ammoniac by the action of lime,
and it is still generally prepared by that
method. It is used for many purposes, both
in medicine and chemistry, sometimes in the
gaseous state, but generally in solution in
water, under the names of liquid ammonia,
aqueous ammonia or spirits of hartshorn.

Ammonia may be procured naturally from
decaying animal substances; artifically it is
chiefly obtained from the distillation of coal
and of refuse animal substances, such as
bones, clippings and shavings of horn, hoof,
etc. It may also be obtained from vegetable
matter when nitrogen is one of its elements.
Sal-ammoniac is the chloride of ammonium.

AM'MONITE, a fossil animal allied to
the nautilus, having a many-chambered shell

AMMONITES
like a curved ram's horn. In some forms it
is found in immense numbers and of great
size.
AMMO'NIUM, the name given to the
supposed base of ammonia, similar to a
metal, as potassium. It has not been sep-
arated as such, but it is believed to exist in
an amalgam with mercury.
AMMUOTTIOlf, ammunislifun, the ball,
powder and primer necessary to the firing of
guns of all sizes. The various kinds of am-
munition, such as bullet, cartridge, gun-
powder, explosives, shrapnel and shell, are.
described m these volumes*.